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 On July 2, 2009 PHMSA publishes a notice of its intent 
to revise the agency’s standardized forms for reporting 
pipeline incidents and accidents.

 Written report within 30 days of certain adverse 
events, defined by regulation as either an accident or 
incident
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Reports must be submitted to the agency on one of three 
standardized forms; 

 Form F 7100.1, Incident Report—Gas Distribution 
Pipelines, 

 Form F 7100.2, Incident Report—Gas Transmission 
and Gathering Systems

 Form F 7000–1—Accident Report for Hazardous 
Liquid Pipeline Systems.
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PHMSA uses the information collected from these forms 

 To identify trends in the occurrence of safety-related 
problems

 To appropriately target its performance of risk-based 
inspections, and 

 To assess the overall efficacy of its regulatory program.
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 The revised form will collect new, and in some 
instances more detailed information.

 The length of the form increases from 3 to 10
pages.
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Most of the additional pages are dedicated to Part F, Cause 
Information.  An operator is only required to complete the section 
that relates to the primary cause of the incident. 

Part F, Cause Information
 F1—Corrosion Failure
 F2—Natural Force Damage
 F3—Excavation Damage
 F4—Other Outside Force Damage
 F5—Pipe, Weld, or Joint Failure
 F6—Equipment Failure
 F7 —Incorrect Operation
 F8—Other Cause
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The vast majority of operators elect to use 
PHMSA’s online incident reporting form, that 
utilizes smart navigation and formatting to filter 
out irrelevant sections, thereby decreasing the 
actual numbers of pages that must be viewed by an 
operator.
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Proposed Changes:

 Change the definition of an ‘‘incident’’ in 49 CFR 191.3 to require an 
operator to report an explosion or fire not intentionally set by the 
operator (Consistent with Haz Liquid rules). 

 The proposal also establishes a volumetric basis for reporting 
unexpected or unintentional gas loss. These reporting changes will 
more accurately depict the safety performance of gas pipelines over 
time.

 Require operators to report data electronically whenever possible. The 
electronic submission of data will increase the accuracy and quality of 
data collected which, in turn, will improve PHMSA’s data integration 
efforts. Electronic submission will also reduce the reporting burden on 
operators.
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 Require operators of LNG facilities to submit incident and annual 
reports. 

 Create and require participation in a National Registry of Pipeline and 
LNG Operators. This data will provide PHMSA with timely updates on 
significant and potential safety impacting changes occurring under its 
purview, and help PHMSA to better monitor and assess operator 
performance.

 Merge the natural gas transmission integrity management Semi-
Annual Performance Measures Report with the annual reports. This 
change will significantly reduce the reporting burden on operators by 
changing the current semi-annual requirement. 
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Revise the leak cause categories listed in the annual report to include 
those nine categories listed in ASME B31.8S. 

 External Corrosion

 Internal Corrosion

 Stress Corrosion Cracking

 Manufacturing

 Construction Equipment 

 Third Party Damage/Mechanical Damage

 Incorrect Operations

 Weather Related/Other Outside
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 Modify hazardous liquid operator telephonic notification of accidents 
to require operators to have and use a procedure to calculate and report 
a reasonable initial estimate of released product and to provide an 
additional telephonic report to the NRC if significant new information 
becomes available during the emergency response phase.

 Require operators of hazardous liquid pipelines to submit pipeline 
information by State on the annual report for hazardous liquid 
pipelines (Consistent with Gas rules). This data will allow PHMSA to 
improve its allocation of inspection and other resources through a 
better understanding of the infrastructure it regulates.
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 Remove obsolete provisions that would conflict with the proposal to 
require electronic submission of all reports and update OMB control 
numbers for information collections.
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Questions?


